
 
 
 
 
 

December 2009 

Volume 2, No. 1 Dupont Circle Village 

Individual Highlights: 

 

Studio Theatre  2 
Group Outing 
 
Open Enrollment  
For Medicare               2 

Volunteer Handbook  3 

 
Jazz Night at the  
Madison                       5 

  

      

 

  

  

 

Special Interest 
Articles: 
 


Village Looks To 
Year  Two 


Village Board Adds 
Two  Members 
 

Spotlight On: Jody 
Manor and Marianne 
Anderson 
 
Matching Grant 
Challenge 
 
 

 

     


 The Village will complete 

its first year in February.  

We ended 2009 with 73 

members, $5,000 in 

contributions and $41,000 

in grants.  We hired a part-

time executive director, 

sponsored social, 

educational and cultural 

activities, published a 

monthly newsletter, and 

responded to 63 service 

requests from August to 

December. 

 

 It’s been a whirlwind year 

and sometimes we stumbled 

a bit, but overall, with the 

support and advice of 

members, volunteers and 

donors, we accomplished 

our major goal of building a 

community that encourages 

and enables residents to 

remain in our 

neighborhood. 

 

Our first membership 

renewal campaign began in 

November and we are 

gratified with the vote of 

confidence we received: 80 

percent of our members  

have renewed and  we 

have pledges from others 

who plan to renew as we 

go to print.  This total 

includes 9 new 

members!   

 

But as you know, we 
cannot maintain or 

expand the scope of our 
activities without 

increasing our member- 

ship.  So, if you have not 

yet renewed, please don’t 

put it off any longer. Just 

as important, if you think 

we are doing what we set 

out to do, speak to your 

friends and neighbors and 

encourage them to join.   

 

Our ability to meet your 

needs and expectations 

rests on building a solid 

membership base.  If each 

member recruits only one 

other member, we will 

meet our target for the 

coming year. 
 

We appreciate your 

continuing support as we 

enter our second year. 

Dupont  Circle Village Looks 

Ahead to Year Two 

Year Two 
 

Executive Director 

To Leave Village 
 

Our executive director, 

Amy Gyau-Moyer, is 

leaving the Village. As 

many already know she and 

her family are moving to 

Florida to be near her 

husband’s family to help 

them with health-related 

challenges.  

 

 Although Amy has been 

with us only since August, 

she brought to this fledgling 

organization energy, 

creativity and a will to make 

the Village succeed.  Her 

warmth and openness 

immediately won the trust 

of members and volunteers. 

She worked with us during 

a time of steady growth for 

the Village—in members, 

volunteers and activities. 

   

Amy’s encyclopedic 

knowledge of Medicare, 

Medicaid and health-related 

issues was a tremendous 

asset to the Village.  The 

two seminars she conducted 

on these issues were eye-

openers to participants and 

she also has counseled 

individual members as well.  

 
continued, page 2 

 

 

DO YOU KNOW. . .  
As a member, you have access to the Washington 

Consumers Checkbook online, giving you names of 

thousands of vendors and professionals in our area? 

Contact the Village executive director at 

contact@dupontcirclevillage for help with WCC online 

service. 
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Executive Director 
   We all wish her a 

successful move and a 

bright future in  

Florida.   The Village 

Board will be host to a 

farewell reception for 

Amy on Friday, January 

29th from 4-6 pm at the 

home of Abigail 

Wiebenson, 1916 “S” 

Street, NW.  Light 

refreshments will be 

served. Please RSVP by 

January 27th: 202-332-

6857 or abigail 

wiebenson@gmail.com. 

 

 Village to Visit 

Studio Theatre  
Here’s the perfect 

Valentine’s Day gift: on 

February 14th, DCV has 

arranged for Villagers to 

attend a 2:00 pm matinee 

performance of  “In the 

Red and Brown Water,” 

by Tarell Alvin 

McCraney at the Studio 

Theatre located at 14th 

and P Streets. A 

discussion with the 

play’s director, Serge 

Seiden will follow the 

performance.  

   The Washington Post 

called it “swirling with 

power and poignancy” 

adding that playwright 

McCraney gives lovers 

of cascades of beautiful 

words another reason to 

cheer.”  

   Tickets are $45 (a 

saving of $11 over the 

regular price). Send your 

check to Marilyn Newton 

by January 30th: 2013 N 

Street,NW, Washington, 

DC 20036. 

Transportation provided 

if needed.  Call Marilyn 

at 202-833-1344.  

    

    

Marianne Anderson 
Marianne Anderson 
possesses professional 

skills that are a great 

asset for a Village 

volunteer to have, but it 

is her love of plants and 

gardening that moved her 

to offer to help.  

“Growing up in Oregon, 

we had lots of land with 

fruit trees and berries,” 

she recalls, “and I loved 

being in the fields.” 

   Marianne’s interest in 

the Village began at a 

meeting at the Apolline. 

“I really was looking for 

a way to do some 

gardening and when I 

learned volunteers were 

needed in this area, I 

decided to become 

involved,” she said.  

   She’s helped several 

members revive and 

repot their plants.  She’s 

also driven two Villagers 

to Johnson’s Nursery to 

get potting soil and other 

gardening necessities. 

  Marianne currently is 

an occupational health 

nurse employed at the 

Peace Corps.  She soon 

will be transferring to the 

continued, page 5      

Jody Manor 
 

Volunteer Jody Manor is 

a busy man these days. 

Besides running a 

restaurant and catering 

service in Alexandria, he 

is a favorite of many 

Villagers. 

   He specializes in 

responding to calls for 

help in the area we 

receive the second-largest 

number of requests—

computer assistance.   

   In a way, this is not so 

surprising.  All of us, 

whatever our age, need 

computer help from time 

to time, and Dupont 

Circle Villagers love  

The Village has 

responded to 63 requests 

since August.  Many of 

the 14 calls in December 

were transportation-

related, with the scope of 

needs ranging from 

getting to medical 

appointments to 

attending yoga class.  

The second most 

requested service last 

month was Medicare 

education counseling. 

One volunteer even hung 

drapes for a member.   

Spotlight on Volunteers 

 

their computers.  Of our 

entire membership, only 

six people are not on       

e-mail. 

   There is no direct link 

between the smooth 

running of a restaurant 

and the humming of a 

computer, but one did 

lead to the other. 

   “When we got our first 

computer at the 

restaurant,” Jody said, 

“you could see that it was 

going to be a  

 
continued,  page 4 

 

Requests and 

Resolutions 

Village Reminder: 

Open Enrollment for 

Medicare 

It’s now general 

enrollment time for 

Medicare. If you haven’t 

already signed up for 

Medicare Part B at the 

time you were first 

eligible, you may sign up 

this enrollment period, 

which runs from January 

1 to March 31.  You can 

sign up at your local 

social security office or 

call 1-800-772-1213.  

The cost of Medicare 

Part B will go up 10 

percent for each full 12-

month period that you 

could have had coverage 

but didn’t take it, with 

the exception of those 

with other creditable 

insurance coverage by an 

employer or a federal 

plan. This penalty applies 

for as long as you have 

Medicare Part B. 

mailto:abigail%20wiebenson@gmail.com
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What’s It All Mean? Find 
out during a free guided 
tour by a museum docent 
of an exhibit of works by 
William T. Wiley. The 
exhibit and tour is at the 
Smithsonian American Art 
Museum on Wednesday, 
December 16, 2009 at 
1:30 pm.  

 

  
 
 

Connecting Neighbors, 
Meeting Challenges 

 

Volunteer Handbook 
Dupont Circle Village 

Dupont Circle Community 

Resource Center 
9 Dupont Circle, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20036 

202-436-5252 
www.dupontcirclevillage.org 

 
 

Monthly Calendar 

 
Wednesday, January 27 
6-8 pm.  Group dinner at James Hoban’s Irish Restaurant and 

Pub, One Dupont Circle (see story on this page) 

 

Friday, January 29 
4-6 pm.  Farewell party for executive director Amy Gyau-

Moyer at Abigail Wiebenson’s: 1916 S Street, NW (see story, 

page 1) 

 

Wednesday, February 10 
Noon-? Group lunch at La Tomate, 1701 Connecticut Avenue, 

NW.  Details to be announced shortly. 

 

Tuesday, February 23 
1:30 pm. Charles Robertson will give Villagers a tour and talk 

about the history of the old Patent Office Building from its 

beginning to its transformation in1968 as home to two major 

museums.  Mr. Robertson served as Deputy Director of the 

American Art Museum for 16 years and is author of the 

Temple of Invention, a history of this landmark building. 

 

Upcoming Events in March 

 

Monday, March 8 
6 pm refreshments, 7 pm meeting.  General Meeting: Dupont 

Circle Village Celebrates Its Second Year 

 

March 10: Repeat of  the Driver Safety Refresher Course 

 

George Washington Senior Advantage Seminars 

At the GW Hospital Auditorium 
March 4: Get Back on Your Feet: The GW Spine Center 

March 11: Bone Health: Osteoporosis Prevention and   

    Treatment      

March 18: Dental Innovations: Immediate Function Dental    

     Implants and Teeth in One Day  

(details about these seminars will appear in the February 

newsletter) 

 

 

 

 

Villagers at the December 29th  lunch at INTI’s 

Peruvian restaurant. Despite the 18
o
 temperature 

outside, 16 Villagers braved the weather to participate in 

what president Peggy Simpson called “a wonderfully 

successful” Village event. 

 

 Alert: The Village 

Needs to Know 

 
A recent incident 

highlighted the fact that it 

is very important for the 

Village to have emergency 

contact information for its 

members in case of an 

emergency. Luckily, in 

this case, a board member 

was able to locate a 

neighbor to gain entrance 

into the house, but we all 

learned a lesson from this 

experience. We now 

realize how vitally 

important it is to have 

contact information 

available.  We will shortly 

send all members a 

Dupont Circle Emergency 

Contact Form to complete. 

Please complete and return 

it promptly. It could be a 

life-saver. 

 

 

DCVõs Volunteer 

Handbook  Hits 

the Newstands! 

The long-awaited 

Dupont Circle Village 

Volunteer Handbook is 

completed and will be 

distributed to volunteers 

shortly.  The handbook 

is a compendium of 

information about how 

to volunteer, rights and 

responsibilities of 

volunteers, and the 

types of opportunities 

available for volunteers. 

 

James Hobanõs Group Dinner: January 27th 
Hold the date and reserve your seat! The Dupont Circle 

Village will hold its third group meal at Hoban’s Irish 

Restaurant and Pub at 1 Dupont Circle.  We will have a 

three-course fixed price dinner.  The price is $25, a 30 

percent savings off the regular price, and will include tips, 

taxes and soft drinks. (You’re on your own if you order Irish 

whiskey!) 

  We have a large room reserved separate from the lively 

restaurant itself. Enter this room from street level, just south 

of the main restaurant entrance. There is a railing for the two 

steps down.  We’ve reserved 15 spaces but might be able to 

increase it if necessary.  Contact Amy , 202-436-5252; 

contact@dupontcirclevillage.org to make reservations. 
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A Challenge to 

Villagers 

 
One of our generous 

donors will give us a 

$1,000 challenge grant. 

She has pledged to match 

an additional $1,000 if we 

can raise the money by 

April 1st. (no joke!)  

While we would gladly 

accept $1,000 gifts, we 

are allowed to bundle 

contributions to reach the 

$1000, so a gift of any 

amount will help us reach 

our goal. 

   From the beginning we 

have had a stream of 

financial support from 

neighbors who believe in 

the village concept.  These 

contributions got us 

started. 

   In 2009, 25 donors gave 

us more than $5,000.  All 

but one of our good 

friends has requested 

anonymity, so we can 

only say to them again 

and to you how much we 

value their help. 

      Donôt pass up this 

opportunity to double 

the impact of your gift!  

Think about itða 

donation of $25 today 

will mean $50 to the 

Village. 

    Please send your 

contribution to the Village 

Matching Grant 

Challenge, Dupont Circle 

Community Resource 

Center, 9 Dupont Circle, 

Washington, DC 20036. 

   We are so much more 

powerful when we work 

together.   

continued from page 2 

Volunteers 
Jody Manor 
transformational thing in 

all businesses. So I got 

involved in computers, and 

I couldn’t run the business 

now without it.” 

   So Jody learned a lot 

about computers, and now 

he is volunteering to help 

Villagers with their 

computers.  “Dupont Circle 

Village is a great idea,” he 

said. “As I get older, I hope 

to be able to rely on it.”                    

Jody lives near 18th and S 

Streets, an area that he 

likes for its not-entirely-

gentrified diversity, with 

some middle-income 

apartments nearby.  He is a 

15-year Dupont  Circle 

resident. 

   Any Villagers who find 

themselves in Old Town 

Alexandria ought to drop 

in at Jody’s place, Bitter- 

sweet Catering~Café~ 

Bakery at 823 King Street, 

703-549-2708. 

   The food business came 

early to Jody, who started 

washing dishes in a 

restaurant in Annandale, in 

Northern Virginia, at the 

age of 14. He has owned 

Bittersweet, which has a 

great reputation, for 23 

years. “It’s casual, and 

everything is home-made 

from scratch,” he said.  We 

are famous for our 

cupcakes,” he said, “and 

giant drinks,” including a 

non-alcoholic cranberry 

lemonade.  No gigabytes 

served, however. 

 

 

Alaire Reiffel 
Alaire understands what 

it takes to serve on 

boards: she spent four 

years as the elected Ward 

2 representative on the 

DC Board of Education 

and she also sat on the 

Dupont Circle ANC. 

Dan Gamber 
Danôs previous 

experiences serving on 

boards includes chairing 

the school board of the 

International School of 

Prague. An ongoing 

interest of his is  

organizational finance. 

  His governing 

philosophy is to involve 

everyone.  He advocates 

“open staff meetings, 

inviting all to talk, open 

discussions about 

objectives, plans, 

problems.” He adds that  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Village Board Add Two Members 

 She retired as an attorney 

several years ago in order 

to pursue her lifelong 

interest in medicine. 

Since then she has 

sharpened her skills by 

working with volunteers 

and expanding her health 

care expertise 

  She would like to see the 

Village select a hangout 

bar or restaurant where 

members and volunteers 

could drop in late in the 

afternoon and share a 

glass of wine or cup of 

tea. 

  Her impression of the 

Village?  “Love it!!! 

Enthusiastic supporter!” 

 
current technology 

allows virtual meetings. 

  Dan created and 

manages the Caroline 

Street listserv and  he 

hopes to to create a 

Village listserv in the 

future. He also wants the 

Village to “try not to be 

so formal.”   

Save the Date: February 10 for 

Lunch at La Tomate 
 

The Village is sponsoring its second group lunch on 

Wednesday, February 10 at noon at La Tomate, 1701 

Connecticut Avenue, NW. 

 

  Further details will be distributed shortly by email and 

on the DCV Webpage. 

 

 



 

Dupont Circle Village 
9 Dupont Circle 

Washington, DC 20036 
 

Web: 
www.dupontcirclevillage.org 

Email: contact@ 
Dupontcirclevillage.org 

 
Executive Board 
 
   Peg Simpson, president 
   Abigail Wiebenson,                     
     secretary, vice president 
   Mary Braden, treasurer 
    Dan Gamber 
   Nancy Hartsock 
   Caroline Mindel 
   Iris Molotsky 
   Marilyn Newton 
    Alaire Reiffel 
   Bradley Runyan 
 
Executive Director 
   Amy Gyau-Moyer 
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New Executive Director 

Named for Village 

 
The Village is pleased to 

announce that Bernice 

Hutchinson will begin 

as the new executive 

director on January 25th. 

Bernice comes to us 

from the National 

Association of State 

Units on Aging and has 

many ideas about how to 

help the Village flourish.  

More about Bernice will 

be featured in the 

February newsletter. 

continued from page 2 

Marianne Anderson 
State Department to assist 

foreign service officers 

and other employees 

remain healthy and in 

good condition. She’s 

looking forward to her 

new work to learn more 

about travel medicine and 

helping employees with 

their health concerns. 

   Marianne received a 

master’s degree in 2006 at 

the University of 

Washington in 

community-based 

occupational and 

emergency health. She 

also has worked as an 

emergency room nurse, 

and a case manager, both 

of which helped her hone 

problem-solving skills. 

   Marianne has three 

children and three grand- 

children, aged 13, 9, and 

6. Although most of her 

immediate family lives on 

the West Coast, she is able 

to visit often and stays in 

touch.  Marianne, a proud 

mother, speaks 

affectionately of her 

children: her 24-year old 

son who is a navy hospital 

corpsman based in San 

Diego, her middle 

daughter who works with 

the WIC program, and her 

stepson, who is a 

mechanic and owns his 

own excavation business. 

   When asked why she 

volunteers, Marianne 

replied, “It’s good for me. 

I like being able to help 

people do what they want 

to do.”  She also 

volunteers with DC 

Response, where she gives 

H1N1 flu shots. 
 

 
 

Tell Us What 

You Think. . . 

 
Since our first issue in 

April 2009 we’ve 

received many 

comments about items 

that have appeared in the 

newsletter.  We thought 

you might enjoy reading 

some of these responses 

so we are initiating a 

“Letter to the Editor 

“column in the February 

newsletter.  Please send 

comments, thoughts, or 

great insights to 

villageletters@gmail.  

com.  The only 

restriction we have is 

space, so please keep 

your remarks pithy! 

Trying to Get 

Rid of Stuff? 
 

If one of your resolutions 

was to get rid of stuff for 

the new year, the Green 

Door’s Annual “Clean 

Out Your Closets” event 

may be just what you 

need.   

   Mark your calendar for 

Saturday, January 30.  

Contact Megan Butler at 

202-462-4092, ext. 336 or  

Megan.butler@greendoor

.org  for more 

information.  

The Village Continues to Add 

New Members 

 
We are pleased to welcome 9 new members 

to the Village: 
 

¶ Edith Grossman 

¶ Lori Karin 

¶ Bev Losch 

¶ Susan Mulhall 

¶ Erik Neumann 

¶ Kirk Perrow 

¶ Dean Pugh 

¶ Lex Reiffel 

¶ Darrell Totman 

 
 

 

http://www.dupontcirclevillage.org/
mailto:Megan.butler@greendoor.org
mailto:Megan.butler@greendoor.org

