Village Services
Iris Molotsky
Now that you’ve heard our concept of what a village is, I’d like to describe how we are going to achieve it through the services we plan to offer to members. (List of services available on table)

As you may know, we began to provide services on an experimental basis last year.  Let me tell you briefly about some people we’ve helped already.

Computer We helped an individual who was having trouble with his computer.  A Village computer group volunteer indentified the problem and quickly corrected it. Follow up with both the requester and the service provider showed that the requester gave the assistance high grades for the help and the manner in which it was given.

Transportation One volunteer provided one-way transportation to a meeting in Georgetown for a DCV neighbor.  Another volunteer provided transportation to/from a medical appointment, again in Georgetown. The appointment was not lengthy, making it easy for the driver to pick him up afterwards.

Household repairs We responded to a request for carpet installation in a bathroom where the person was concerned about falling. A handyman volunteer scoped out the job one day and then returned to make the installation.  Both of them were pleased with the work that was done, which highlights another point I want to make.  
As a village member you can benefit from a wide variety of services but you also benefit in another way. You gain the opportunity to volunteer to provide services as well, thereby using your skills and knowledge to make our community a better place to live.
With the start of our membership drive this evening, we are beginning a new phase –one that moves beyond our initial efforts.  We are building our village on four pillars: services to individuals, community building, financial affairs, and health and wellness. 

The examples I described are typical of the range of services offered to members.  You can call us for mundane tasks such as changing light bulbs in hard to reach places like high ceilings and replacing washers or you could be buddied with a companion who will be in touch with you regularly. Members will have access to a list of vetted local vendors who they can rely on.
We choose to live and remain in the Dupont Circle area because we like the neighborhood and value the environment. Membership in DCV can enhance and expand our sense of community by bringing together neighbors who might not have met before in a series of social and cultural activities such as the walking group and the bridge group, which are in place already. We are planning a speakers’ series drawing on local luminaries, including a visit with a local artist in his studio. Other programs could include behind the scenes visits to local museums, potluck dinners, and group sing-alongs.  We also would like to publish a member newsletter filled with items designed to assist you in day-to-day living as well as needed neighborhood information (and maybe a little gossip?)
All of us should be informed about critically important financial matters relating to aging, staying in our own homes, and medical affairs.  I know from personal experience when my husband was diagnosed with cancer we had to deal with items like living wills, power of attorneys, family wills while and at the same time trying to cope with the medical problems.  If we had had an organization like DCV where, in one place, we could have learned in advance about the need to do these things and how to do them prior to an emergency, some of our stress would have been relieved.  We are working so members can have access to help in assessing financial, physical, and accessibility issues as well.
But in many ways our focus remains the health and well-being of our members. We are arranging discussions with local hospitals to provide needed services like hearing assessments, flu shots, and nutrition and diet advice, A recent geriatric health maintenance publication, UpToDate, began its report with this statement: “Decline in function and loss of independence are NOT an inevitable consequence of aging. …evidence-based interventions to address these problems become increasingly important to maximize both the quantity and quality of life…  This is our goal. We are working with community organizations to provide referrals for home care providers and mental health counselors.  We are planning balance/anti-fall seminars, a vitally important issue and one that can sometimes be address through a simple home safety evaluation. In conjunction with AARP we hope to offer refresher driving courses, which in some cases, depending on your insurance carrier, can help to lower insurance premium.
We on the board have worked hard to create a vision for our organization that corresponds to your interests and needs, and the challenges facing our community. The Village is a work in progress and we depend on your knowledge and experience as together we build and enhance our Village.
