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Abigail Wiebenson

I moved to Dupont Circle in 1968 when my husband and I were married.  In about 1972, I was part of a start-up of a Fruit and Vegetable Coop of 12 families.  I submerged myself in raising our three sons and working a demanding job; I depended on Wieb, who’s office was around the corner, to keep me posted on the goings-on of our neighborhood.  As of this year,  I am self-employed, a widow and newly re-dedicated to this marvelous neighborhood I so devotedly call home. Quite fortuitously, I was invited to sit in on early Village conversations and then, became part of the board. 
My interest in DCV was spurred on by many things. First, I now have time to be more active in my neighborhood and this is a great and timely cause to support. Secondly, I want to be as self-sufficient as possible and that means having a network of people to help me find answers to things. Thirdly, as the surviving parent I want my sons to not have to upend their lives if I become needy in some way. I wanted them to have a one-number-to- call if and when they need answers to whatever situation or emergency arises. 

There is nothing like the collective wisdom that a Village allows; I know this now with a degree of certainly that the past 18 months has given me and the rest of the board as we’ve researched and learned what is out there to help us deal with the delights and challenges of our lives. One person simply cannot know it all. 

I can only speak for myself. But I can speak loudly!  I can think of no better investment than joining this Dupont Circle Village. My membership fee amounts to a meagre $1.23 a day. Membership brings peace of mind for me and my family. It allows me to find accurate and informative answers. And it surrounds me with some of most caring, funny, interesting and delightful people I’ve ever known, from Kelly my mailman who good-naturedly puts up with my barking dog and enjoys the books I put out for him, Jonathan and Martine at La Tomate,  who  know I prefer scotch on the rocks, to the many, many of you in this room, old friends and new acquaintances who drop by, come to dinner, lend me a hand, share interests, care about my welfare and make me realize daily how blessed I am to live here. A village is a family in which everyone is welcome. 
I am not here to beg you to join the Village. Rather, I invite you to help us affirm the strength in numbers, the value of collective wisdom and the richness of the bonds of friendship. I can tell you with confidence that board has worked diligently to create a bare-bones budget. It depends on both fundraising and membership dues and allows us to lean on the amazing talents of the resident volunteers of all ages that live  around us. The Village is both practical and visionary. And we benefit from similar efforts around the country.
Here’s the bottom line as we know it at the moment. We think we can operate on a budget of about $90,000. This depends on fundraising -- which includes grants, donations and events -- and membership dues. We are counting on about 150 members through individual and household memberships. As of tonight we have 25!  We’re on our way! Please join us. 

If you have questions and comments, we hope to answer them at the end of this evening. You can always reach us by phone and email. Please don’t hesitate to do so! 
